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PSALM CVI. Verſe 2. 
Let them give Thanks whom the Lord hath 


redeemed and delivered from the band of 
ꝙ) I 


caſion'd the Pſalmiſt to exhort the People to 

Thankſgiving ſo earneſtly and frequently, as 
he does in this Pſalm: It is enough that there was 
Reaſon for ſo doing, and therefore the Words of the 
Text are general, and as applicable to any other 
People, as to the Fews—Let them give thanks, wholo- 
ever they are, and whereſoever they live, whom the 
Lord bath redeemed and delivered from the hand of the 
Enemy. | LE 

The Redemprion from any Evil, that God hath 
wrought for a Nation, and his Deliverance of it 
12 from the Hand of the Enemy, is certainly a moſt 

ſufficient Ground and Reaſon for Thankſgiving. I 
will firſt conſider this in general, and then apply it 
in particular. 

Firſt, The Redemption and Deliverance of a Na- 
tion, from the Hand of the Enemy, is a moſt reaſon- 
able and juſt Occaſion of Thankſgiving to God. 
The Evils Men eſcape, are juſtly reckon'd as ſo 
many Mercies received, and Mercies received are 
the only proper Subjects of Thankſgiving ; and 
therefore tis moſt reaſonable and fir, That they ſhoald 
give Thanks whom the Lord hath redeemed and delivered 
from the band of the Enemy, i. e. from all the Evils and 

5 A | Cala- 


1. is not certain what Deliverance it was that oc- 


EE ... 
Calamities of War. Whatever can make Life deſirable, 
15 hazarded in War; and the beſt End that Men 
propoſe by War, is to incline and force the Adver- 
ſary to Reaſon and Juſtice, to good Terms and a 
Deſire of Peace, by the Senſe of their preſent Suffer- 
ings, and by the Fears of greater. So that the very 
End of War is doing Miſchief to Mankind, in order 
to bring them to Reaſon: And therefore whatever 
Miſchiefs a Man can ſuffer, with reſpe& to the free 
Exerciſe of his Religion, the Serving God, in Time, 
and Place, and decent Order ; and with reſpe& to 
his Eſtate and Fortune, the Enjoying the Fruits of 
his Labour, or the Inheritance of his Anceſtors ; or 
with reſpect to the Life and Safety of himſelf and 
Friends: Whatever Miſchiefs any one can ſuffer, 
with reſpe& to any of theſe particulars, he may ex- 
pect them reaſonably from War, there is nothing ſo 
likely co bring them on him, as the Sword of War: 
That is the Executioner of God's ſevereſt Vengeance, 
with reſpect to the Community. Ir ſpreads more 
Miſchief, carries more Misfortunes, than any Inftru- 
ment of God's Anger. And therefore, to be freed 
from the Hand of the Enemy, is to be freed from almoſt 
all the Evils that a Man can undergo, and therefore 
ſuch Deliverance well deſerves a Thankſgiving. 
No ſuch Deliverance is ſaid to be of God, not 
only when he aſſiſts in a miraculous and viſible Man- 
ner, and when the Means are apparently Divine, or 
diſproportioned to the End they work ; but when 
there appears nothing of God immediately in it, 
when nothing extraordinary or unuſual happens, 
but ſecond Cauſes work their natural Effects, and 
Strength, and Force, and Numbers, Advantage of 
Ground, Plenty of Proviſion, Wind, and Sun, pro- 
duce their uſual Fruits and Conſequences. God 
works Deliverances by theſe, as certainly as by his 
Miracles. And whoſoever reads the Pſalms of David, 
and knows his Hiſtory withall, will ſee all his great 
; „„ Victories, 


„ 
Victories, and his Eſcapes, attributed to God's Hand, 
in a Manner marvellous and extraordinary ; when 
et they were brought about, as Victories and great 
Deliverance) are now a-days, by great Armies and 
good Conduct, by Force and Subtlety, by Strength 
and Stratagem. Thus in Pſalm xviii. The Lord is my Rock 
and my Fortreſs, and Deliverer, the God of my Strength, 
in bim will I truſt: He is my Shield, and the Horn of my 
Salvation, my bigb Tower and my Refuge, my Saviour, 
thou ſaveſt me from violence: I will call upon the Lord who . 
is worthy to be praiſed ; ſo ſhall | be ſaved from mine Enemies: 
The ſorrows of Hell compaſſed me about, the ſnares of Death 
prevented me : In my diftreſs I called upon the Lord, and 
cried unto my God, and be did hear my Voice : Then the 
Earth ſhook and trembled, the Foundations of Heawen ſhook 


and were moved, becauſe he was wrath, He bowed the 


Heavens alſo and came down, and it was dark under bis 


Feet; he rode upon the Cherubim, and came flying upon the 
Wings of the Wind. The Lord thandered from Heaven, and 
the moſt High uttered his Voice; he ſent out Arrows and ſcat- 
tered them, Lightning and diſcomfited them ; The Channels 
of the Sea appeared, the foundations of the World were diſco- 
vered, at the rebuking of the Lord, at the blaſt of the breath 
of bis diſpleaſure. He ſent from above, he took me, he drew 
me out of many Waters. He delivered me from my ſtrongeſt 
Enemy, and from them that hated me, becauſe they were too 
mighty for me. God is my Strength and Power, and maketh 

my way perfect. He maketh my feet like Hart, feet, and 
ſetteth me up on high. He teacheth my Hands to war, (0 
that mine Arm ſhall break even a bow of ſteel. Ir is God 
that avengeth me, and bringeth me forth from mine Enemies; 
He 3s the Tower of Salvation to bis King, and ſheweth Mer- 
cy to his Anointed for evermore. Without remembring 


David s Hiſtory, one would imagin that Heaven and 


Earth were moved on his behalf, and that the Courſe 
of Nature had been overthrown ; and that his Life 
was covered by continual Miracles, from all At- 
tempts, ſecret and open. And yet the Title of this 

. Pſalm 


Pſalm tells us, it was a Song of Thankſgiving, that Da- 
vid (ang in the Day that the Lord delivered him from the 
hand of all bis Enemies, and from the hand of Saul: And 
by his Hiſtory we know that no Miracle was ever 
wrought 1n his Favour, nothing Supernatural or Sur- 
priſing done in all his Liſe, but what great Courage 
and great Conduct, with the Bleſſing of God, might 
well have compaſſed. But from hence, we may learn 
theſe few things, 1. That the Hiſtory muſt ſtill be con- 
ſulted in explaining the Pſalms. 2. That the Jewiſh 
Expreſſion, and indeed the Expreſſion of all the 
People that dwell Eafternly, is full of Pomp and Am- 
plification, of Fancy and Hyperbole, and is not 
therefore to be taken in its large and liceral Senfe, 
but in a Sober and reſtrained one. And 3. That what- 
ever God is ſaid, in all theſe Paſſages, to do, with 
ſo much Majeſty and Might, with ſo great Power 
and Wonder, is done by human Means, and human 
Inſtruments, and in an ordinary and natural Courſe, 
by human Strength and cunning, by Vigilance, 


Activity, by finding and by taking hold of Oppor- 


tunities, by common Armies, by Horſe and Foot, 
by Bows and Arrows, Swords and Spears, Shields and 
other Inſtruments of Death and of Defence. All that 
is here attributed to God, is done by thefe, in the 
Hands of Men of Courage and Experience, which is 


his Arm and Sword. And therefore the Deliverances 
that all Men elſe have had from Enemies or. other 
Evils, both may and ought to be aſcribed ro God, as 


well as theſe 3; his Hand is ſtill the ſame, bis Power 
not ſhortned ; and therefore our Gratitude is full as 
due as theirs, for all the Mercies we receive ; it is 
from Him alone, that all our Bleſſings come. 

Nor is it only the Deliverance from an Enemies 
Army, that David aſcribes to God, but his Deliveran- 
ces from any Evils or Miſchiefs deſign'd againſt him- 
ſelf in private. Thus when Saul privately purpoſed 
his Death, and it was diſcovered to him by Jonathan; 
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and when he alſo ſent Meſſengers to David's Houſe 
to watch him, and to flay him in the Morning, and 
it was diſcovered and defeated by his Daughter 
Michal, David's Wife, who told him If thou ſa- 
- I weft not thy Life, thou ſhalt be ſlain to morrow, — and 
> i helped to convey him ſafe away. He gives the 
Praiſe and Glory of theſe Deliverances to God a- 
lone, tho? the Diſcoveries were made by People from 
whom ſuch Kindneſſes might reaſonably have been 
expected, a Wife, and a generous Friend and Bro- 
ther in-law. And yet, upon this Occaſion he com- 
- [poſed the 5gth Pſalm— God is my Defence, the 
t 6% of Mercy ſhall prevent me, God ſhall let me ſee my 
„ Ml Deſire upon mine Enemies. Unto thee, O my Strength, will 
Ing, for God is my Defence, and my moſt merciful God. 
h And therefore tis but reaſonable to aſcribe to God, 
r Deliverances of any ſort, by any Means and Inſtru- 
ments lawful and honeſt. Ir was God that delivered 


e, PDævid by the Meſſengers and Informations of Fona- 
© {ben and Michal, from being privately Aſſaſſinated, 
r- s well as from falling into the Hands of his Open 
t, Enemies, by his own extraordinary Courage and 


onduct, and by the Affections of his People, and 
he Valour of his Soldiers; and therefore Praiſe and 
hanks are to be aſcribed and given to God, as 


is rertainly when he employs the leaſt, and the moſt 
es Inconſiderable Inſtruments, as when he uſes greater. 
er all theſe things appear ſo evident and reaſonable, 
as 


hat it were bur loſs of Time to prove them. There 


er no Scruple or Objection to this Exhortation of the 
as ſalmiſt; it is aſſented to, as ſoon as asked, that They 
is ould give Thanks whom the Lord hath redeemed, and deli- 


ered from the hand of rhe Enemy: We have therefore 
nly to fee, in the Application, what Reaſon we have 
nN- ow to give God Thanks, by conſidering from what 
m- rils we have been redeemed, and from what Ene- 
ed ics we have been delivered. The Evils we have 
”; | TP. been 


1 

been delivered from, are all the Miſeries and Calami- : 
ties which conſtantly attend a Civil and Inteſtine War. Par! 
Theſe we muſt have undergone,as long as any Ene mies Caſ 
would have appeared againſt the King,altho' his Arms Inte 
had been at laſt Succeſsful: But had the Rebels pre- beer 
vailed, the Evils then muſt have been numberleſs and MW ſupp 
endleſs; the King muſt have been Depoſed and fron 
Murthered, and fo muſt all his Family that had not E 
Fled; the Conſequence of this muſt have been, that inco 
no Proteſtant Prince muſt ever have ruled in this Side 
Nation again. The Conſequence of that muſt ne- Prot 
ceflarily be, the Eſtabliſhing a Succeflion of Popiſh MW of tt 
Princes for ever; and what leſs will follow from 
thence, than the rooting out the Proteſtant Religi- 
on in theſe Kingdoms for ever, and ſettling Popery 
for ever, in its Head 2 And what will then become 
in time of all our Laws and boaſted Liberties? 
Theſe are not Conſequences, which the Proclams: 
mation, for Obſervance of this Day, has drawn, and 
which I repeat from it only for Amplification's ſake, 
and to beget Aftomiſhment and Dread in People 
Hearts, without Cauſe; but they are ſuch as make 


themſelves, ſuch as are Natural and Unavoidable By 
ſuch as muſt follow, if free Agents may act freely, lead 
and Natural Cauſes produce their Natural Effects ous \ 
Such as are only poſſible not to happen, if God by ed, i 
wonderful Power, intervene not to hinder them them 
which: becauſe we have no Reaſon to expect, we ha Stori 
no Reaſon to ſuppoſe. And they are ſuch as yo and v 
your ſelves ſhall be Judges of. Had the King's For nels f 
ces been defeated either in England or Scotland, youlſſf as ſec 
are not to imagine that there had been an End off of ſor 
the War; more Forces had been raiſed and ſent u their 
their Aſſiſtance. A King and Parliament agreeing for th 
are nor ſo ſoon Vanquiſhed. I believe we have no cle ac 
one Inſtance in all our Hiſtory, of a King overcomq ters o 
by his Rival Adverſary, whoſe Cauſe and Title thi 8 
3 | eir 


Parlid 


r Parliament did heartily eſpouſe, as is the preſenc 
ez Caſe; and therefore all their Legiſlative Power, their 
ms © Intereſt, and their Wealth, would certainly have 
e- been exerted, in raiſing and maintaining Armies for 
ad | ſupporting and eſtabliſhing rhe preſent Government, 
nd from time to time as there ſhould be Occaſion. 


ot Examples are only as ſo many Snares, to ſlight and 


gat inconſiderate People, who only view them on che 
his Side they like: Becauſe a Revolution in favour of the 
ne: Proceſtant Religion, and of the Laws and Liberties 
iſh of the Nation was fo eaſily brought about, therefore 


om! the hot and thoughtleſs Heads of the Conſpirators, 


gi-M imagined ſuch another might be brought about, with 


ery as much Eaſe, if they could work the People into 


mel Diſcontents and Diſaffetion to the Government, 
and a Seditious Diſpoſition, by idle Tales, and 


me groundleſs Calumnies, as ridiculous as they are falſe ; 


and and by revival of that ſenſeleſs Outcry of the Church's 
ake Danger, of which they were never yet able to make 


plei one tolerable Proof, to the Conviction of any ſober, 


choughtful, and obſerving Man: | 
By theſe Means, however, they have made ſhift to 
lead Captive abundance of filly, noiſy, and outrage- 
ous Women, and to ſeduce great numbers of decay- 
ed, idle, and diſorderly Men, whoſe Ignorance makes 
them credulous, and diſpoſes them to ſwallow any 
Stories that are told them, tho' never ſo improbable; 
and whole neceſſitous Condition keeps them in readi- 


asſecretly aber and favour the deſigned Change,in hopes 
of ſome Encouragement for the preſent, and finding 


for the moſt part, that, had the Rebels prevail'd a lit- 
tle ac firſt, would probably have riſen in divers quac- 
ters of the Kingdom, and joined them as ſoon as they 
could conveniently ; and might thereby have made 
their Army numerous, To thele we may allo add, 


withouc 


neſs for Tumult, and to follow the Directions of ſuch. 


their Account in it hereafter. Theſe are the People 


4 


1 | 
without doubt, a number of Men of better Quality, 
ſome of unmeaſurable Ambition, ſome diſcontented 

and diſappointed of their Hopes, others of broken Per 

Fortunes, deep in Debt, and overwhelm'd with Mort 

gage, others obnoxious to the Government, and de- 
ſpairing of Forgiveneſs. A Body thus compoſed 

and formed. muſt needs be able to do an infinite 
deal of Miſchief, to deſolate and ravage many Coun- 
tries, to burn and pillage many Towns and ſingle 

Houſes, to rob, abuſe, ro wound and murder many 

thouſand People, innocent and inoffenſive in them- 

ſelves, but become Enemies by adhering to the Go- 
vernment, and not afliſting the Rebellion. Theſe 
things they muſt have been forced to do, within 

few Weeks after they firſt enter'don this Warfare; f. 
when the little Money of their own had been ſp 
and the little which their Leaders would have been le 
to ſupply them with, was alſo gone, what muſt 
have done, but either Starved, or fallen to Plun 2: 

where-ever they came? They had no Fund, no Tax 
es to depend upon, nor Credit for Subſiſtence, nor 

Regular Pay to look for; Thoſe are all with the 
Government,and without them noArmy can continue 
together for any length of Time, without depriving 
every Body in their reach of all they have, and de- 
ſtroying all before them. Thus their : Numbers 

would have made them able, and their Neceſſities 
made them willing, to bring upon the Country all 
the Calamities and Miſeries of Civil War, how little 
ſoever of all theſe Cruelties and Miſchiefs, they may 
ſay, they intended when firſt they entered on it. 

Things will have their natural and eaſy Conſequen- 
ces, whatever People may intend ; and the beſt In 
tentions in the World will excuſe no Man for the 

evil Conſequences, if they are natural and eaſy ones, 

and ſuch as are uſually expected. But after all, will 


| LS „ unprovi is, be mr: h. 
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e Ne e 068 e 
ble to Hold out Againft iche Wiſdom, atid the 
Prrengrh, j the Wealth and Intereſt of che Nation, 
Poited in che Kings and Bartiament, ho have, ut 
a Power entirely in their Hands, anũj0Nð¶ñH gan raiſe 
4 har Atmies, and what Tates ſov/ alle in) Pay} Ithey 
pleaſe? I Woulchnot exaggeratel things in nc leaſt 


n- degree, nor ſay / what the doeanoſt People inmaynnot 
le omprehend and ithink reaſenable go beliexg. The 
ny Nebels might, Upon a lictle Susceſß at fir ſts havg: in · 


reaſed in Nomher, and Jofighothaxe: kiftedt nuf 
houſands of che King's faitbfial kubyedts, both ãn / che. 
ield, and ont, ite, and hàtehbundone many ho- 
nds more in; thin Goods. and Fortune AM thee 


. yils were: preyented, by the Blefing 3 
Fe Kiags Arms and Cgunbilsz ſuphreſfio g hn 
e Seeds of the: Rebellion g all thaſe Lives: ht 
ye been Javed, all thoſen Eſtates that hawei bean 
e eterved fromthis Deſtruqtion, are Matter of Thankæ 


ivingt; We who are faithful to the! King) couldmdt 
ur; have Amented the Slaughter; or then Ruin df 
0: many of que Friends and Fellowubjelds: (INdr 
ould the Enemies of the King hawvechad leſs; Qaulſa 
0, mourn, than We, for certainly. his AH ounld 
ave: made as dreadful a Havock of the Reb hand 
heit':Favourers and Abetterss Whoever, :confiders 
a Strengthꝗ the Courage; And Exfetieiioes obetd; 
pproved, and Regular Forces, well: Othctrdarwkht - 
roy ided for, and well Paid, cannot butiatiihbb:gbeyt 
güld have ſold their Livesgxctedingly dtar ind 
i ould have taken Ample Vengeance onthenKiiig's 
aemies anditheir own, for all che Peachs, the Lots 
„ and the / Abuſes of their Friends. All theſe E= 
ils are alſo prevented, by the ſo ſpeedy Suppreſſion 
nee WS Rebellion: And therbfost here is Matter of 
np Dankſgiving even for the grenteſt Enemies the 
ag has, whether Openly, or Secrecly. fuck; they 
Wi have loft as many 2 riends, as there had m_ 
nin | | Rebels 


the Hand of Law and Jufkice,'this:new-and-unuſuy 
Teuderneſß I ſay, ſhewn rather for their Sufferin 


they would) have been Victorious and Succeſsſul a 


tervene, which wiſe Men cannot eafily foreſee, nor 


| Erangely change the Fortune of rhe Day, again 


3 | Thing 
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Rebels deſtroy and Kilfd;' The marvellous Com. Ibut T 


paſſion, the ſtrange and hitherto unpracticed Cha. ¶ cauſe 
tity of publick Prayeis and Tears, beſtowed upon Rebel 
the fem State. Criminals that have fallen of late bl in rha 
tural ( 


than their Sins, by ſuch as approve: their . Cante, 
would incline one to hope, that they would joyn 


_ wich”us, as they Have: Reaſong in Thankſgiving wh Th 
Sod, for putting ſo quick an end-*toirhis Rebellion tire >! 
in which ſo many of theit Husbands, Children, F and tt 
thecs, Brothers, -Kindred-land Eciends; might ver they! 

een, e periſſted; be Sword,” as David faith, other 
 Hewupartth vn as dell as: another, and the toſs, 250 9% is 

[ rings of their Friends mult needs have been con Rebel 

derably great. And all god Men, who would un into t. 

Queſtionably have damented the Ruin off ſo man reſt v 
Families, on eitfley Side, will certainly agree i Trutt 

. thanking God, for the Happy Accidenes, thar, M okt 
his Blefling, have prevented ſo much Miſchief, tende. 
the Death of 4o/ many Fellow - Subjects, Men ani with'c 

Qhriſtians, whether Friends or Enemies to the pred for 

ſent Eſtabliſhment.” It is not eaſy for an unexperif unleſs 
enced Heart to conceive, much leſs for the Tongw wiſh 
toe pr, the Defolations, Miſeries, and ' Calamil ther © 
tles of a Civil. Wat. And therefore the preventin the ne 

AMHeheſe Exils, is certainly the Matter of a ſerious an an Ifl 

fatzere T hankſgiving ta Almighty God: Thar ic iff $210 

indæ ed ſo, I have hicherco ſnhewed you, upon fu Him, 
poſicidn, that the King's Arms, might (as I thin — 
F endit 


tlic laſt. But becauſe the Iſſues of War are ven cels ? 
uncertainp, and abundance of little Accidents may inf} ones 


conſequently, be prepared againſt, which yet ma into 


all. Reaſon, Expectation, and the - Appearances d 
$ogy li LEES Things 


vas 


WS 


Things, and becauſe as the Race is riot always to 


the Swift, e is not the Battle always to the Strong, / 
but Time and Chance happeneth to them all- be- 
cauſe I ſay, of theſe Uncertainties, let us ſuppoſe the 
Rebels had prevailed, and they had Seen victorious 
in the Field, and ſee, what muſt Have been che na · 
tural Conſequences of this Sucgeſs, that we may the 
better ſee; Whether the preventing theſe Confequen- - 
ces, be truly Matter of 'Thankſgiving, which is the 
End of our Aﬀembling here this Day yr, 

The firſt natural Conſequence of the Rebels en 
tire Succeſs, muſt have been the Death of the King. 
and the Deſtruction of the whole Royal Family, if 
they had fallen into their Hands. Without this, all 
other Advantages would have fignified but little; 
this is the only. wanted und deſired Succeſs of the 
Rebellion: Put but this precious Life, and Family, 


reſt will follow of Courſe. © This is ſo manifeſt a 
Truth, that it can want no Proof. Not one who 
took the Sword, but muſt have aim'd at it, and in- 
tended this: Not one wo ſtayed at Home, and 
wiſh'd Succeſs to the Rebellion, but muſt have wiſh- 


unleſs they were ſo ſenſeleſs as to fight for, and to 
wiſh for an Event and End, without intending ei- 
ther the neceſſary Means of eompaſſing that End, or 
the neceſſary"and unavoidable Conſequences of fuch 
an Iſſue and Event. Who can pretend to fight a- 
gainſt the King. without intending to Dethrone 
Him, and to place his Rival in his Seat? And who 
can wiſh' Succeſs to ſuch an Artempt, without in- 
tending what will naturally follow upon that Suc- 
ceſs ? Tis juſt poſſible to abſtract ſuch things in 
one's Thought, and to ſeparate them one from the 
other; but tis hardly poilible to reaſon one's ſelf 


2 Pals, 


into their Power, and they will want no more, the 


ed for this Deſtruction of the King; and of his Houſe, 


into a Belief chat ſuch andfueh things may come to 
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Rebellion; muſto needs- -baye- wiſhed the. ue 
Fruits: of { ſuch Syrah; Rr re ry ho _ 
Ring, and Fami Ys And qu 15 
very ſtrange 1 5A people ka tO) g 
Prince: whom they called 0 the Thun * 
ced him on it withogrees; Joy and (have, ſeen 


ſpec to dur Trade, Abroad, R e mug Ho- 
ngur With regard to the Prigces; ofthe Werld, chat 
one, would think the! Mouth of CANDY elk Kno 
Have, heen ſhut. / ebneH 11 ft. 1, 21 l DEL 
. There4s fomecthing.{@; articular in us iog's 
cating to the Theqne, that it will, deferye to be x6 
Tmemmberd. and confider'd by every, png of g f 
no King ever yet came iu theilike manner; He game. 
not in by che Swort};7or- gh Pretence of f Canqueſt, 
as il liam the Firſſ did; herby Wien e. Wh: tbe 
Biſhops Tom Great Mons! fu ing s tephen did; not 
Was he: — to it hi the. Nobility and n 
ofſthe Realm. to :o τe , and ve he Abuſes of 
the State, and ſappiy "bs Place: of: loch. A5 were De- 
nos'd. for- Mah-admuniſtration or had: left the King: 
dom, as were Eaund, I le Henry. IV. Henry, VII. and 
the late King William gf ever Honoured Memory. 


$, Henry II. Eduard and King James I. did. 
Bur the Nation of its own accord, neither moved by 
Any. Fear of preſent Danger, nor. by Gratitude for 
any Benefits or Service paſt; awed by no Army, either 
near or diſtant; bribed by no Favours, promiſed or 
beſtowed; but free, at eale, and in a Time ot Peace, 
the Nation, L ſay, in theſe Circumſtances, did of its 
_ own accord, moſt voluntarily offer to, and fertle 
the e Grown: upon the __ W Hanover, the nenn 
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sm being the next of Kin, that was!a. Proteſtants 
Stand - daughter to King Jams the Firſt, in purſuange 
of a former Act of Parliament which sxeluded all 
e Papiſts, In this manner, was the ducceſſion ſettled 
on the Houſe, of which the King was Heir and 
Head: Ia this manner, and withpus his ſeeking, was 
be clbd to the Throne, by all the Nation, King and 
im Parliament; and alſo afrerwards Y Nuten and Pare 
ah liament, if that will pleaſe ſome; People better. Sa 
ge: chat if it be lawfal for a whole Natien to ſecure its 
d- Religion, Laws, and Property, from utter Ruin and 
Mt Subverßon, by excluding Papiſts from the Throne, 
and -lawful for them td beſtow. their Government 
Ml where. they believe thoſe valuable Bleſſings will. be: 
beſt ſecured, there' cannot be a better Title in the 
Wocld than what the preſent King has. It is the Gift 
gf. a whole Nation to him, unask d for and unſought 
by him; and there wenei fourteen or fifteen Years. 
bet wixt the Settlement and its taking Place. So that it 
was not a raſn and ſudden Thing, but done with all 
Deliberation, and: there was time enough to ſee if 
it were well done This is the Title that is by all 
Means to be Defeateds this is the Prince that is ro be 
Dethroned and Murthered. This is the Family that 
is to fly; or be deſteqy d. The Nation mult unfay 
what they formerly ſaid with one Voice ; they muſt 
undo what they, formerly did, in the moſt ſolemn 
and deliberate Manner; they muſt break the Promi- 
ſes they voluntarily made, they muſt unſwear the 
Oaths they have often Sworn: And all this they 
muſt. do without any Provocation or Offence on his 
Part, nay after many Benefits received from his good 
Government. And would not this have raiſed the 
Credit arid the Honour of the Nation with the World 
Abroad, as well as have ſecur'd it at Home? But in 
zood Earneſt; would it not have compleated both our 
Infamy and Ruin 2 Such a Proceeding with our 


King 
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King and with his Family, as muſt have been the 
Conſequence of the Rebels Succeſs, would have made 
us the Hatred and the Scorn of all the Nations, with 
whom we have any thing to do. They faw us not 
long ſince, baſely and wickedly forſake our Allies, 
and with another ſort of Baſeneſs court our Ene- 
mies, and give them all the Advantages that God 
had put into our Hands, by a long and profperous 
War; and now they would ſee us giving up our 
Religion, and our Liberties and Laws, by parting 
with the King and with his Family, whom we had 
cChoſen and pitch'd upon, for no other Reaſon but 
for the Preſervation of that Religion, and the Secu-: 
ring of thoſe Laws and Liberties. ' Were this a Na- 
tion to be loved or feared, truſted or dealt withall ? 
Is all their Zeal for Proteſtantiſm, all their Out- 
cries againſt Popery, all their Love of Liberty, and 
Exclamations againſt Arbitrary Power; come to 
this? Who. would regard ſo falſe, ſo fooliſh; and fo 
changeable a People? Who, when Oppreſs'd, cry 
loud for a Deliverance, and when they have'obrain'd 
it, light ic and forget it; who, dread the Enemy to 
Day, provide againſt him To-morrow, and throw 
away their Fears and Arms the next Day after. 
This Nation had been frequently and ſtrongly 
Allarmed with the Fears of Popery in the Reign of 
King Charles II. who liv'd a ſecret, and dy d a pro- 
feſs'd Papiſt. It ſaw it enter like an armed Man in 
the Reign of King James II. and being firſt frighten'd 
as it were out of its Wits, and then into its Wits again, 
it join'd the Prince of Orange, made a Revolution, decla- 
red the People's Rights, and placed the Crown upon 
the Prince and Princeſs's Heads, with certain Limi. 
= rations ; and in the Seſſion following, diſabled any Pa- 
| piſt for the future, from being King or Queen ol 
theſe Kingdoms for ever after; having found it (as 
they expreſs it) utterly inconſiſtent with the Safety gud the 
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Welfare of it, for this Proteſtant Kingdom to be Govern d 
4 Popiſh ER And again, leſt theſe r 
of the Succeſſion ſhould. determine, as indeed they 
did, with the late King and the late Queen dying 
without Children, the King and Parliament made 
farther Proviſion for the Succeſſion of the Crown in 
the Proteſtant Line; far the Happineſs H tbe Nation and 
the Security of our Religion, and fix d it to the Houſe: of 
Hanover, continuing Proteſtant. And indeed it was 
abſolutely neceſſary ſo to do, for there are no Pro- 
teſtants of that Royal Line of Stuart in the World, 
dut what are of that Houſe. This made me ſay. 
that the utter Subverſion of the Proteſtant Religion 
in theſe Kingdoms, muſt be, in time, a natural and 
unavoidable Conſequence of the Deſtruction of this 
Houſe: After which, ſucceeds an endleſs Train of 
Popiſh Princes. Firft, the Perſon that pretends to di- 
ſturb our Government at preſent ; next the Dutcheſs 
of Savoy, a Lady growing into Tears; then her Son, 
the Prince of Piedmont, fourteen Years of Age, but 
very weakly and infirm; after them, by the ſame 
Hereditary Right, the preſent King of France; if theſe 
ſhould fail, the preſent Queen of Spain claims by the 
ſame Right, and her three Children, and twenty 
more that are in view, if it were worth the while to 
reckon them. This is the goodly Proſpect that the 
Church of England has of Princes, that are to be its 
Nurſing Fathers, Heads, and Governours, whenever 
we ſhall loſe, by War or Treachery, the preſent 
KING and Royal Family! Under which of all 
theſe Popiſh Princes, is the Proteſtant. Religion like 
to ive and flouriſn in theſe Kingdoms? Which of 
them all, will not, muſt not, by his Principles, think 
himſelf obliged to deſtroy it,tas ſoon as he is able? 
make no queſtion but Popiſn Princes are, in them- 
ſelves, as tender and good natur'd, as wiſe and cou- 
ſiderate, and underſtand their Intereſt, as well - any 

rote- 
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| Proteſtants whatever and whire their Siiperſtition 


is not concern d, they give good Proofs. that they Are 
ſo: But wherever That comes in their way, they: mei- 


'T heir -ſanguinary Deal is | too ſtrang for their good 
Nature and Humanity, coo ſtrong for Reaſon, and 
even an Over match for their apparent Intereſt: 
There is no truſting them: They: may promiſe hat 
they will, butithe/ cannot perform uihat they will; 
their Oonſci encæs ate in another Man's keeping: 
Whether they ſhall Swear ot no, is in their own 
Power, but it is not in their Power, whether they 
de conrern . 
There they may ſeæk for Abſolution from their Qarhs, 
and there they may:obcain it. No Onuth can bin 
to Sin, that is very certain with all Men; but to 
favour and preſerve the Proteſtant Religion, When 
there is Power and Opportunjty to deffro ir, is cet? 
tainly with them à mortal Sin; the Conſequenc is 
plain, ir is to ba deſtroy d when that Time comes; 
no Oath muſt hinder it. But Princes do not always 
Act up to their Principles, nor ro: the Obligations 
their Religion lays them under: Very true. Look 
into Hiſtory chen, and ſee how it has been in Fact. 


And if they can produce but one ſingle Inſtance) of 


a'Popiſh Prince, in all the World, who did not. a 
ſdon as he had Power and Oppottunicy; ſubvert the 
Proteftant Religion, and do his heſt to root it ont of 
his Dominions we will then be/ content to diſmiſs 


our troubleſome>Apprehenſions, and lay aſide al 


Fears of ſuch an Iſſue and Event. it would be 2 
Religion, Safety, and Happinets, upon the Word; 
the Promiſe, or- the moſt ſolemn Oath of a Man, 
whoſe Principles will permit him to break that Dari; 


as ſoon as he can ſecurely do it; whole Intereſt it may 


die to break it; whole Conſcience bids him break in 
201 | | | | and 


EN 


I. ad who thinks he ſhall pleaſe GO P, and do his Duty 
in breaking it. This Man, + notwithſtanding all 


theſe Encouragements to break ir, may yet keep 
this Oath, if he will: But certainly it is too great 
a Risk for a Nation to run; and yet this Nation of 
ours may run this Risk, if we, can find one Inſtance, 


one Example, of a Popiſh Prince, who made and kept 


ſuch Oath inviolable, when he had Power and Op- 
portunity of breaking it. 1 | 


* 
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this, 1 need not to have inſiſted half ſo long upon a 
Point ſo plain as this is, that a Popifh Prince is in- 


conſiſtent with the Happineſs and Safety of a Prote. 


ſtant People; and that let him lay himſelf under 
what Ties, Obligations, and Oaths he will, they will 
not hold him, when he has Power and Oppottunity of 
breaking through them. For the Papiſts abroad 
know it, by Principles, that Hereſy (and ſo they 
call the Proteſtant Religion) is not to be ſuffered 
where they can hinder it: And all the Proteſtants 


abroad know, it by woful Experience, But here in 


England, within theſe five ot ſix Years laſt paſt, we 
are put to prove every thing, even that the Sun 


| ſhines at Noon-day, if it make. againſt Popery ; and 


after proving it, can hardly be believed, if it make 
againſt Them or their. Friends, by any Confequence, 


The People of England can believe whatever they will, 


if it be againſt the Government, tho' neyer ſo ridicu- 
lous, unlikely and abſurd ; but nothing againſt their 
certain Enemies who are both fecretly and openly 
attempting their Deſtruction, and making them them- 


ſelves the Tools and Inſtruments of their own Ruin; 


tho' this is plain in Reaſon, and evident by Obſerva- 


tion and Experience, and true in Fact; i. e! they can 


be brought to believe, that a Popiſh Prince may both 
permit and protect a Proteſtant Nation, in the free 


| Exerciſe of their Religion, when it is in bis Power to 
\ 16 br a . | | 
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niencies it may lie under, with reſpe& to inclement 


tend it, we muſt have parted with, had we been 
thoroughly ſnbdued by our Enemies. Popery can 


Thouſands and ten Thouſands, that muſt and would 


ED E 

ſubvert it and deſtroy it. This, 1 ſay, is againſt af 
Reaſon, and all Fact, againſt all Obſervation, and all 
the Experience of the World. And therefore if there 
be any thing good and valuable in the Proteſtant Re. 
ligion, or any thing evil and miſchievous in the Popilh 


. 


one, we have Reaſon to thank God for the Preſerva. 


tion of the one, and for our Deliverance from the 
Other, z.e. for our Succeſs againſt the Rebels, who, 


had they prevailed, muſt have ſubverted and deſtroy'd 


the one, and ſettled the other in its Place; whatever 
ignorant, mad, beſotted People may believe, or be 
taught to ſay, by thoſe who manage them. y 
Our Laws and. Civil Liberties muſt alſo, in a little 
Time, have run the ſame Fortune with our Religion, 


had the Rebels prevailed. It is not the Climate, Air, 
or Soil of a Country only, that makes a People happy, 


but the Laws, the Liberties, and Privileges they en- 


joy, the Security that People have, to poſſefs in Eaſe 


and Quiet, the Labours of their Hands, the Fruits of 
their own Induſtry, or the Inheritance of their Fathers 
and Relations, without being ſubje& to the Pillage and 
Oppreſſion of their Inſolent and Arbitrary great Neigh- 
bours, or to the exorbitant Demands of their own 
lawleſs Princes. It is upon theſe Accounts that any 
Country, but moſt eſpecially our own, is a valuable 
and deſireable Habitation, whatever other Inconve- 


Airs, or to fnconſtant Seaſons; Every Body abroad 
admires, and envies us the Happineſs of our Con- 
ftitution ; but this and all the good Things that at. 


never thrive under Liberty ; nor can a Conquer'd Na- 
tion expect to have its old Laws left them: The 


have been deſtroy'd, in Defence of their King and 


_ Conſtitution, would have made it a Matter caſy 


enough 
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enough for the Victors to have changed the Laws en- 
tirely ; and who indeed ſhould oppoſe them ? It would 
be abſolutely neceſſary to the Security of themſelves 
and of their New Choice; the preſent Laws are all 
againſt them, and therefore they would be againſt 
the preſent. Laws, And who, as I ſaid, ſhould hin- 
der them ? The People that could and would, are ſup- 
poſed to be ſubdued, the reſt are Slaves by Principle, 
and think they have Scripture for it, Laws that re- 
ſtrain a Prince, from doing what he will without Con- 
troul, are unrighteous Laws, and null in themſelves; 
Where the Word of a King is, there is Power, and who may 
ſay to him what doeſt thou ? It would be almoſt Pity that 
theſe People ſhould not wear the Chains they ſeem to 
court, and are indeed ſo worthy of, if honeſter People 
could eſcape them. Theſe are the Evils we have been 
delivered from, by the Succeſs it pleaſed God to crown 
the Arms and Counſels of the King with, in fo ſoon. 
ſuppreſſing the Rebellion, Theſe are the natural, uſual, 
and expected Conſequences . of ' ſuch a War as this, 
had it gone on. They have not indeed, by God's ood 
Providence, happened to us, and ſo we cannot be 10 
ſenſibly affected with them; as we ſhould, had they 
come in view, and, threatned us a little nearer. But in 
a religious Conſideration of things, the Mercy is the 
greater, by how much ſooner the Evil was prevented, 
which would naturally and certainly have followed. 


| Our King is not depoſed or ſlain, our Army is not 


routed, our Friends are not diſtreſſed or ruined: Our 
Religion is not changed, nor our Laws and Liberties 
ſubverted, Bur had the Rebels gain d the Day, theſe 
things, according to human reckoning; muſt and would 
have come to paſs : The preventing them 1s'therefore 
a moſt. reaſanahle Ground and Subject of Thanks 
giving to God. Let them, then, give thanks, whom 
the Lord hath redeemed and delivered from the Hand of 
the Enemy. And J doubt nor, but ſuch as can conti. 


VC 5 
der Matters thoroughly, and who are ſeriouſly affected 
With Religion, who have any Honour and Eſteem for by ot 
3 Prince and Family endued with all the Qualities that NY #1Þ! 
are proper to make a Nation happy, and who have 
any true Conceyn for the Welfare and Proſperity of the 
their Country, both, will and do molt ſeriouſly return and: 
Their Thanks to God, for this Deliverance. As for not. 
the reſt, ir is not looked for at their Hands, they Wbour, 
would be HRypocrites, and ſo much wickeder thag Nor. 
they are, by joining with us. They who have openly 
aſſiſted the Rebels, they who have ſecretl; encouraged 
and abetted them, with Money, . Counſel, or Provi- Thelc 
ſions, or other uſeful Favoyrs; they who have wiſh'd 
and pray'd for their SEN and they who have la- 
mented their Defeat and Diſappointment ; They who iſ oulc 
have fill'd the Streets with terrible Opr-cries upor 
the Cruelty of the Government for Executing a few nd ot 
of their Friends condemn'd by Law, but without any 
ity: or, Congern at all for more than three times the 
Number of the King's faithful Subjects, who loſt their 
Lives ip the reguciag, them; they who expreſs their | 
Compaſſion on one fide. only, and care not what be- Lian 
falls the -other—All theſe] People ovght not, as tig read 
likely they will not, join in a Thankſgiving, for what ig 
has diſconcerted all their. Projects, and defeated all Nfauc) 
their reaſonable Hopes, and inſtead of the Sweetneß BF bey 


of Conqueſt and Reyenge, has leſt them nothing but — 


Rage: and Deſpair, Th ſe, ec f are ſome of the . 
very Evcrvies we are delivered from; not indeed 405 . 
are a 


from rheir Malice, but from the Effects of it: The 
King's Enemies are not only they, who appear again 

him: in the Field; but they who fir at home, and 
ſtrengthen their Hands, by the Virulence of their 
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Jongues, by their reviling of t! 8 Royal 
Family, by their inventing, feeding and ſpreading 
Calumnies and Slanders, by ſaying. any thing them: 
ſelves, and believing to appearance, Hate ver is * | 
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= by others, tho' never ſo improbable, if it will con: 
that tribute to the rendring them either Odious or 
ave Contemptible. Theſe are the People that. deal with 
y of the Name, and Honour of one of the Wiſeſt, Beſt, 
turn Nand greateſt Princes in the World, as they would 
for {not deal with the Name and Reputation of a Neigh-' 
they { bour, were he of any Worth, Subſtance, or Credit. 
hag Nor durſt they treat their Equals or Inferiors' 
nly {Mos they treat the Royal Family, Reſpected, Ho, 
ped Nnoured, and Beloyed, by all the World beſides, 
Ovi. Theſe People make us Scandalous abroad, ſhew | us 
not only void of Reaſon, good Senſe and Underſtand-. 


ing, not knowing when we are well, or what we 


15 rould have, Chooſing and Refuſing, Deſiring and Re- 
por ding all in a Breath; but void of all good Nature alſo, 
few Ind of all good Breeding, and of every thing elſe that 
any Necomes a Civil and Polite People. There has been, 
s | obſerv'd before, a very ſtrange Change in the 


orld's Opinion of us; five or ſix Years ago, we 
ere the Glory of all. Nations, qur Friendſhip and 
Alliance was courted by every one, our Enmity was 
ureaded. We have been ſince their Scorn and Hiſ. 


ti. | their. 
ba. (Wing, and Averſion 3} They deſpiſe vs for our Incon- 
all {Wtancy; and hate us for our. Perfidy and Falſhood. 


They deal witch us now, as People do with one 
other, whom they muſt by veceſſity deal with, 


he nd not out of Choice, with great Coldneſs, Cau- 
ed ion, and all manner of Reſerve, no Truſt or Con- 
he Nidence, no Frankneſs, or Dependance on our Truth 


1nd Honour. The King was the only Prince, who 


a as capable of retrieving our loſt Credit, and re- 
-ir ttabliſnhing our Reputation; His Probity, his Ju- 
al Nice, Prudence, Firmneſs of Mind, and Steady Con- 
18 vet, are ſuch as States and Princes abroad, can 
n: {Wrult ro, and depend upon; and by a late moſt 
id feful and moſt neceſſary Act, the Ground of their 
y oafdeace and Truſt, Is now moſt happily ay 
/ rad e fi ® jr rw rl Fr they 


a happy, flouriſhing, and ' Honourable . People, But 


_ the King, and which occaſions our Aſſembling here 


tte like neceſſary Diſpoſitions, and Preparations for it, 
They muſt revive the old Calumnies, and muſt add 


the People, to irricate exaſpetate,”and inflame the: 


to uſtd, to bring about their miſchievous © Deſign! 


they can now depend upon both King and Parlia- 


ment. And by theſe Means, if we be not wanting 
to our ſelves, we are in the way of becoming again 


theſe domeſtick Enemies of His and Ours, are every 
day deſtroying, or endeavouring to deſtroy our Cre. 
dit, blaſting our Hopes, dividing us at Home, and 
rendring. us Suſpected abroad, ©  _- 

The Succeſs which it has pleaſed God to give 


at this Time, is ſuch, as has drive His and the 
Nation's Enemies, as far back as the Place from 
whence they firſt fet out, they are in a manner to 
begin their War anew, and muſt accordingly make 


ſome new ones to them. They muſt retain again, i, 
Pay, or Promiſe, or Encouragement, the common 
Beggars in the Streets, the poor decayed Traders 
the vicious Vagrants, the profligate- Libertines, and 
all the Proſtitutes of the Town: Theſe muſt again be 
liſted into their Service, and have their Leſſons d 
Slander and Reviling repeated to them; to thek 
muſt be added ſome of the better Faſhion, but nl 
much better Breeding ; of better Fortune, but no 
much better judgment and Diſeretion; of more Vir 
tue, but not lefs Virulence, Rudeneſs, and Outrage 
Theſe are the People who are to join in forming 
and in ſpreading all Reports and Stories that may 
tend to keep alive, and to renew the Ferment - of 


more and more againſt the King and: Miniſtry, i. i 
agaiaſt their own' Faſe, Security, and Happine 
Theſe are the Means and Methods they have hither 


and theſe they are ſtill to continue uſing, till rhej 
can find another Opportunity of trying to put thet 
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ing ia Execution: And therefore, as we may expect 46 
ain bear of all theſe Scandals, again and again, ſo we 
But © may be the better provided againſt them, and know 
ery what Credit they and their Authors ſhall deſer ve. 
Dre. No doubt but we ſhall hear, that the Church is a- 
and WW gain in Danger; do not believe it till you ſee or hear 
ſome good Proof of it; ſuffer not your ſelves to be 


pive Ml carried away with Noiſe and Outcries only; call 
here for ſome Evidence that may convince a reaſonable. 
the MW Man. I have the more Ill-will to this unreaſonable 
rom Calumny, becauſe it is fo groundleſs and ſo miſchie- 
ta vous, becauſe it covers ſo many villanous Deſigns, 
nake and cheats fo many innocent, well-meaning People. 


I have lived my felf in and about this City, ſix 
or ſeven and twenty Years, and been as diligent 
and careful an Obſerver how things went, with re- 
lation to the Church, as I could; and was as much 
ders roncerned in its Welfare as another; and yet I So- 
| emnly profeſs, that neither in King William and 
Nueen Mary's joint Reign, nor in that excellent 
ing's Reign when alone, nor in that of the late 
Deen, nor in that of His - preſent Majeſty, have 1 
deen ever able to obſerve or ſee, that the Court or 
no Bovernment had any formed Deſign to hurt or op- 
dreſs the Church, either in point of Doctrine, Diſ- 
ipline, Ceremony, Privilege, or Profit. It is in pof- 
eſſion of all the Laws that were firſt made for its 
ſtabliſnment; it has obtained in almoſt every King's 
Reign, new Laws for its Confirmation, Security and 
theagßztrength: It has obtained whatever it has asked, 


, i ren to prevent ſome of its Jealouſjes and Fears. 
pine ut ſtill it has its Enemies; no doubt of it; it is in 
ither Danger ſtil], and always was, and always will be, 
eſigußßzo the World's end; but in no more nor other Dan- 


1] rhe) 


zer, than every National Church throughout the 
, thel 


orld is, always was, and always will be; from 
he wicked Men of no Religion, from the a 
1 5 | N neſs 
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ness of many who profeſs the true Religion, and ha 
from all the evil Paſſions, Corruptions and bad Pri. and 
ciples of the Men that compoſe the Body of it, put 
Wicked Men of good Abilities, will always be em- fhor 
ployed in all Governments ; the Saints did never yet pjr/ 
govera the Earth, nor ever will. They are the Men that 
of Judgment, Languages, Dexterity and Skill, chat oper 
know. the Wofld abroad, and all its. Intereſts, and Dan 
that throughly underſtand Mankind, that ever were helie 
employed, and ever muſt be uſed by States and Prin The 
ces, whether they be Virtuous or Religious, or ne Chu 
that is their own Concern, and they muſt look to it 
Princes and States, if they will be ſecure, muſt, hay 
regard to ſuch-Abilities and Qualities, as are proper 
for their Service, and would, no queſtion of ir, .vMycic« 
very glad to have them alſo Virtuous and Religious Mroyc! 
but they muſt often be content without the latter, 
they find the former. In Countries where the Clen 


| themſelves are Miniſters of State and execute all th The) 
great Offices of the Country, why even there, there ¶ ihe c 
little or no Regard had in the chuſing them, die te 
their Superior Learning, Virtue, and Religion, Aro n 


| ſtere Behaviour, and a Holy Life, but to other Quiorge: 
tt lities, mention'd before, even ſuch and the ſame af 

| recommend Lay. men to States and Frinces, for thei 
Miniſters: And they do not think the Church is an 
ways endangered by Vicious Miniſters, if they be . 
therwiſe qualified, by Faithfulneſs, by Diligence, ao 
Application to their proper Buſineſſes. -. ] do uſefu 
mean hereby to yield ſo far to the Reigaing .Calumnl 
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as to ſuppoſe the preſent Miniſtry to be a Vici T7} 
one, beyond what has been before, for | am as ſufay. 
of the contrary as one can be of any ſuch Matter. Mintire 
I would ſay, that ſuppoſing it were ſo, yet is UMyhen 
Church in no Danger for that; which yet hel fry 

much to make the Outcry greater, and more. miſchi *? 


vous. 


I fhould: not make an End to Day, if 1 muſt fay, 
aud what I could ſay with great Reaſon,  agaitiſt this falſe 
Prin. and ſcandalous Calumny of the Churches being in Danger, 
it. But 1 will content my ſelf at preſent with making a 
em- ¶ ſhort Obſervation or two upon this Article. The 
r yet Fir ſhall be, That not a Papiſt in all the Kingdom, 
Men that opens his Month at all on theſe Occaſions, but 
that opens it in joining with this Cry, that the Church js in 
andi Danger. He is as much concern'd to have this thin 
believed, as the moſt ſincere Churchman himſelf, | 
KH They do not equivocate in this Matter, and mean by 
Church their own Church, but the Charch of England, 
which they would have all Men believe to be in Dan- 
bau ger. And what is the Bottom of all this? Is it from 
pure Affection to the Church of England, that they 
unite in this Cry ? Are they indeed concern'd and 
2101; WMtouch'd with Grief, to think we are ſo nigh to Ruin ? 
And would they in earneſt help to ſave us from it? 
Cm certainly the Matter is not ſo, but plainly otherwiſe, 
n uc rney have a greater End to ſerve in it. They join in 


nere ¶ ie Cry to make the greater Noiſe, to gain more Cre- 
m, Udit to it, to increaſe the Number of the Diſaffected, 
1 A to make the Populace more inraged and violent, in 
r Wl 


order to diſpoſe them better to Tumult and Sedition, 
and laſtly to Rebellion. *Tis for the ſame Reaſon, 
that all the Enemies of the Government beſides join 
a this Cry, and uſe their utmoſt Art and Induſtry, ta 
gain more People to believe it, they add thereby 
Numbers and Strength to their Cauſe, which may be 


lo 1Wyſcfyl upon Occaſion, 

wan ul upon Occaſion. 98 155 

V 1.1088 The other Obſervation I will make under this Head 
as fl fhall-be=—- That the Cry of the Churches Danger ceaſed 
is t 


intirely for the three or four laſt Vears of the late Queen, 
when a new Sett of Men were employ'd in the Mini- 

Hei ary, fome of the greateſt of which are now actually 
niſch ß "= in 


— 


in the Service of the Pretender, and others vehementlyfr it 
ſuſpected to have been in the ſame Intereſt. Under bare 
theſe Peoples Adminiſtration, the Church was ſafe, I bringi 
ſeems, and we were no farther allarm'd with any Ap Hong 
prehenſion of its Danger; the Cry and their FeanſiTime) 
ended together. Strange Fortune! That the Church teſtant 
ſhould be only fafe in the Hands of thoſe Men, whoſſfof pr: 
had brought the State to the very brink of Ruin 
1 leave theſe two Obſervations of the Cry of the 
Church's Danger to be ſeriouſly conſider'd : And only 
deſire, that People would be ſo reaſonable, as never 
to liſten to, or believe ſuch an outrageous. Slander 
againſt ſo truly good and: Sincere a Prince, and thoſe 
whom he intruſts with his Affairs, without ſuch Prof 
and Evidence as are convincing, plain, and undeni. 
able. He comes to Church himſelf, and his Behavi. 
our there is handſom, decent, ſerious and exemplary; 
He has given his Oath, his Promiſe, and Aſſurance for 
Protection and all Favour to it; and whatever other 
have done to him, he has in no particular, either 
falſified his Word, gone from his Promiſe, or broken 


his Oath, 


1 have not Time to ſpeak to the other Slander: 
which you have heard ſo often, and which you will 
certainly hear again; you may rank them in the ſame 
Claſs, for Truth and Probability, with that which 
F have mentioned: And I only deſire you to take the 
ſame Courſe with them, 5. e. to give them no more 
Credit than they deſerve, by the Proof and Evidence 
they ſhall carry along with them. See with your own 
Eyes, hear with your own Ears, and truſt your own 
Senſes, think what is reaſonable and probable , 
and judge indifferently of Matters; and if the 
People of England will do their Duty, I dare anſwer 


for 


SS = 3 
at for it, that every Day the KING lives, they will 
nder have more and more Reaſon to bleſs GOD for 
e, bringing him to the Throne, and to pray that he may 
Ap-Fong fir thereon; and be ſucceeded (in his good 
Feau Time) by a Race of Virtuous and Religious Pro- 
wreKteſtant Princes, as long as We ſhall be a Kingdom 
—. of Proteſtants, that is, I hope, For Ever. N 
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